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Advancing Tumor Research & Diagnostics: Bridging The Gap 
From Bench To Bedside 
 
Program Overview: Wednesday 19th November 2025  
(Mid-day & afternoon talks are open to all Máxima research team members and supervisors. Workshops 
restricted to PhD students & research technicians. The afternoon session is for Butterfly students only). 

Location: Princess Máxima Auditorium 
8:30 – 8:50 Registration with tea/coffee for Butterfly students 

8:50 – 9:00 Welcome and introduction  - Marcel Kool & Jan Molenaar 

BEYOND THE BENCH 
Chair: Marcel Kool, co-chair Martina Martina Jovancheva  

9:00 – 10.00 
 
 

My academic secondment  
5 flash talks (8 min each) + Q&A (20mins)  
Butterfly students: Fenja Fahrig, Lenor de Sousa Teles, Mianyong Ding, Roula Farag, 
Hannah Kunstek 

10:00 – 11:00 
 
 

My non-academic secondments 
5 flash talks (8 min each) + Q&A (20mins)  
Butterfly students: Amir Masroor, Alexsandra Letunovska, Miguel Martins, 
Celine Debou, Marnik Paeps 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break with bites – reserved for Butterfly students and speakers 

Mid-day & afternoon session (open to all research members) 
Chair:Martina O’Flaherty 

11:30 – 12:30 Title: TBD 
Adeel Saleem, Head of Princess Maxima Center Cell therapy facility   

12:30 – 13:30 
Lunchtime Lecture:  Maxima Seminar Series 
From Stem Cells in Leukemia to Neurons in Pancreatic Cancer 
Prof. Dr. Andreas Trumpp, Managing Director HI-STEM, PI DKFZ Germany 

13:30 – 14:30 Lunch for Butterfly students with Andreas Trumpp in collaboration with the 
Grasshopper project 

WORKSHOP and IDEA LAB 
Chair: Hannah Kunstek 

14:30 – 15:45 
Working Consiously and Effectively 
Rutger-Jan Scholtens, Directorate of Students, Education and Research, Utrecht 
University 

15:45 – 16:45 Using open science to further your career 
Isabelle Martinier,,Utrecht coordinator & event manager, Pint of Science  

BUTTERFLY SESSION  
(closed session, for Butterfly students only) 

16:45 – 17:15 Butterfly updates and Peer discussion  
Martina O’Flaherty 

17:15 – 17:20 End of day - Marcel Kool / Jan Molenaar  

17:20  - 18:20 Drinks  & Evening Meal – reserved for Butterfly students 

18:30 Leave Maxima 
19:00 Social event: Dom tower  -  Escape Utrecht https://uitjesbazen.nl/ 

https://www.uu.nl/medewerkers/organogram/ubd/91
https://uitjesbazen.nl/
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Thursday 20th November 2025  
(Talks are open to all Máxima research team members and supervisors. Workshops restricted to PhD 
students & research technicians. The afternoon session is for Butterfly students only). 

Location: Princess Máxima Auditorium  

8:30 – 8:50 Registration with tea/coffee 

8:50 – 9:00 Welcome and introduction  - Marcel Kool/Jan Molenaar 

PANEL DISCUSSION: Behind every sample – from consent to custody 
Chair: Esther vd Bergh, psychologist  

9:00 – 10:30 

Sebastian Bon, MD, PhD student, Princess Máxima Center  
Bastiaan Tops, Head of pediatric oncology diagnostics lab., biobank & clinical 
research committee, clinical research program, Princess Máxima Center 
Lieve Tytgat, pediatric oncologist & group leader, Princess Máxima Center 
Dannis van Vuurden, pediatric oncologist, Princess Máxima Center 

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee break  

11:00 – 13:00 PI TALKS: Bridging the gap – translating research into care 
Chair: Miguel Martins 

11.00 – 11.30 
Looking back to move forward: Translational Immunology to improve cell 
therapy for pediatric cancer 
Stefan Nierkens, Associate professor & medical immunologist, Princess Máxima 
Center  

11:30 – 12.00 
From Code to Clinic : Translating genomic innovation into routine pediatric 
cancer diagnostics  
Lennart Kester, Associate research group leader, diagnostic lab., Princess Máxima 
Center  

12:00 – 12.30 Toxicity and kidney tumors – implementing research findings in clinical care. 
Marry van den Heuvel-Eibrink, pediatric oncologist, Princess Máxima Center  

12:30 – 13:00 High-risk NOTCH1 fusions in T-cell lymphoblastic lymphoma 
Roland Kuiper, Prof. dr. Princess Máxima Center 

13:00 – 13:10 Group Photo (Butterfly students, panel and PI’s) 

13:10 – 14:00 Lunch – reserved for Butterfly students and speakers 
BUTTERFLY SESSION  
(closed session, for Butterfly students only) 
  

14:00 – 15:00 Green labs Initiative competition 
Marlinde van den Boogaard  

15:00 – 15.15 Coffee break – reserved for Butterfly students and speakers  
WORKSHOP  
Chair: Marnik Paeps 

15:15 – 16:45 How to prevent burnout, preserve energy and reduce stress 
Pieter Govers, Educator in learning and development, AP Hogeschool, Antwerp 

16:45 – 17:00 End of day - Marcel Kool / Jan Molenaar Green labs Initiative competition – 
wrap up and prizes - Marlinde van den Boogaard/Joost Bennekers  

17:00 – 18:00 Drinks and snacks 
 


